HAVE YOU SEEN THIS DOG?

Gateway has had a
pretty excting year He
earned 120+ miles in 4
races tawards his Sled
Dog degree. He and his
Jr. Handler, Stephaine
House, earned several 1st
place placements in
Junior Shawmanship
competitiors (dog shawns).

He earned G points
tawards his AKC
Champiorship. One of

those points he earned
Saturday, May 19, 2001 in
Ogden, Utah; unfortun ate-
by he didn't mace it to the
show on Sunday.

May 19, 2001, around
10 p.m. Gateway was
tucked away for the night
in his crate by his friend
and handler Barbara House. He had
several other dogs a company in
Barbards locked van inthe parking lot of
the Comfort Inn in Layton, Utah. At 5:20
a.m. on Sunday, May 20, Barbara went
outto the van to walk dogs. To her hor
ror she found that the back windoaw of
her van was smashed in and that
Gateway had been meticuloushy stolen.
The perpetrator or perpetrators left 2
other Siberiare and 3 English Mastifs,
closed the crate door, and carefully
closed the doors of the van after remow
ing Gateway from his crate. That
moment began the mad natiorwide
hunt for Gateway.

Don't panic! THIS story has a HAPFY
ending! This story really does have a
good ending. Unfortunatehy most of the
lost’stolen Siberian stories do not.
Because of our success | was asked to
describe whatwe did andwh atwe would
hawve done differenthy next ime (heaven
forbid there &5 3 next ime) so that others
may learn from our experience and
hopefully have success stories of their
oun.

Here i Gataway's amazing story:

Immedi ately upon discowering hewas
missing, Barbara House called the
Police and then prompthy called me and
John. (Thark goodness for czll phones
and home offices!) We faxed a photo of
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Gateway to the maotel for the police to
use for their report. The officer thal
responded &5 3 dog awner and took this
incident personally. He tock copies of
the photo immediately to the local
PETsMART nearby, as well as Animal
Control, and spent time that day driving
the neighborhood looking for Gateway.

John got going with making up a flier
which he then emailed to the local
Kirkos (address and phone number
found on Kirkos web  page
http:fkirkos.com ). He gave his credi
card number and had 800 card stock
quality fliers made up within 1 hour. A
basic poster that was easy to read from
a short distance. The information was
simphy:

IREWARD!
STOLEN DOG,
a photo of G ataway,
our home phone number

| called my dear friend, Kathy Miroshi,
and asked herto get going on getiingthe
word out to dogrelated email lists.
Kathy M. dropped evenything andstarted
work right amay. We had no idea if
Gateway was still in Layton. Perhaps,
since he was stolen from the motel park-
ing lot near a traveling thoroughfare, he
was insome other state by now. Kathy
M. akso contacted some of her local res-
cue contacts who got on the band

wagon (thark you Marikn,
Jacques  Porter, and
Randee McQueen).
Charlene LaBelle (Belle
Kennek) heard the news
and quickhy assisted Kathy
in getting the word out on
additional lists. Email list
do not alloaw attachment
S0 Meliss a Beers
(Sibertopia) made a3 web
page on Gatew ay,
hitp:fbeerstm.home.net-
com.com/gateway, this
way information could be
easily and quickhs distrib-
uted to lists. Later on, the
information was akko made
available to our local sled
ding dub's web page as
well as other internet sites.
While Kathy M. was
doing her piece | coordinated effors and
searched the internet for Siberian breed-
ers and shelters in Utah. | found Kathy
Stender in Ogden, Utah, and luckiby for
me she didn't mind me calling her so
earhy in the morning and she wasn't at
the show. Kathy S. and | had met at a
dog show years ago and she remem-
bered me, Kathy S. offered to put up
fliers, personally contact the local shelter
and prominent community figures, as
well a5 house Gateway if he were found.
Kathy S. ako agreed to act as my "local
contacdt” since | was in California. When
Barbara House was done with the police
she cleaned the glass out of the back of
herwvan as bestshe could and headed to
the show grounds with the dogs and her
twin daughters, Stephanie and Lauren.
Stephanie and Lauren tock care of get-
ting the dogs setled and organized for
the show while Barbara alerted the
Show Committee and passed out fliers
toevenyonethere. Barbarawent back to
Lavton and put up posters. By 10 a.m.
posters were up all over the area that
Gateway was stolen. Barbara returned
to the show grounds and taked with as
many people possible, passing out even
more fliers and asking foks to postthem
at trude stops, gas stations, and restau-
rants as theywere driving home.
Inthe meantime, | discoverad a fab-
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ulous site hitp:¥peffinders.com. This
site lisE Animal Welfare Organzatiors
by state with email addresses and
phone numbers. Being Sunday, these
organzatiors were closed so | sent
them emaik with a photo of Gateway.
John used http:¥mapquest.com to print
a map of the general area where
Gateway was stolenso we had a better
idea of where to focus our efforts. John
logged into hitp:/fyellowpages.com to
locate wvets, pet stores, groomers, ken
nets, and schook in the area
(a1 1.com is a similar site). John
faxed aflierto each and evenyone of the
business thatwere openon Sunday. He
faxed to the remaining businesses on
Monday (when we could call and get
their fa< numbers). In hindsight, what
these agencies really needed was the
generic "lost’ flier plus more complete
details and stak on Gateway.

Once | felt comfortable the local area
was being covered | sent out email mes-
sages to Siberian Husky breeders and
friends in neighboring states induding a
color photo of Gateway. | asked these
foks to contact their local agencies and
| offered to pay forthe printing of fliers at
their local copy shop if they'd be willing
to put up fliers focusing on vek, pet
stores, groomers, tuck stops, and shet
ters. | remembered the deadline for the
ISHC NEWS and SHCA Newsletter was
fast approaching so | called Pam
Thomas right away and emailed Olivia
Harvey to place an ad in these publica
tiors.

Layton's local newspapers were
closed on Sunday so | called first thing
Monday morning to place a brief ad with
a photo (brief just like the fliers). The
end result of all this activity was that by
Noon on Sunday, 6 long hours after dis-
covering Gateway missing, evenyone at
the dog show, most businesses within
the general area of Gateway's abduo
tion, and half the world knew that
Gateway had been stolen.

Barbara House got alist of the Layton
area shetters and called each to get their
fa< numbers. Barbara provided this list
to me and | faxed a flier to each of these
agencies. We faxed our generic "lost”
flier to these agencies. (For the animal
control agencies we should ako hawe
included Gateway's stats.  Luckily
Gateway's markings are so distinguish
ing that a photo covered most of it.)
Kathy and | spent most of Monday on
the internet and on the phone anawering

and responding to ideas and offers to
help.

Monday late afternoon we got a3 mes-
sage from an animal shelter in Utah.
They had a collarless dog that met
Gateway's description. The local
authorities had found him running along
the highway about 10 miles south of
where he was abducted. There were no
leads. Animal Controlsaid"local author-
ities found him running along the high-
way in Farmington" (about 10 miles
South of Layton, Utah). The local police
figure it was teenage boys who stole
him.  After they saw the community
invohrement to find him they decided to
turn him locse (good kids who made a
bad decision and didn't want to hawve
anything to do with him). Another friend
of a friend, Stephanie Howells (Mastiff
Rescue), picked him up from the shelter
and housed him overnight until my hus-
band John could get to Utah from
California to pick him up. Gatewaysatin
the backseat of the rental car telling
John all about his adventures eveny step
of the way home from Utah to California.
If onhy we could understand!.

Why did we recover Gateway? Lok
of LUCK a well a tors of good
thoughts for his speedy return from
around the waorld. The major things we
had in our favor veere:

4 people allworking together to
locate Gateway within an hour of notic-
ing him missing. That number doubled
and tripled throughout the day. By the
end of the day thousands of people
kneww Gateway was stolen and were
doing what they could to help find him.

Well stocked home office with a
scanner, fax, copier and high speed
internet connection
(hitp:/Awan. Starb and.com). Really good
computer skills: email, internet search-
ing, making up fliers, scanning photos,
ete.

A great photo  shawing
Gateway's distindive features readiby
available.

MNot being afraid to ask for help-
for example, calling Kathy Stender who |
hadn'tseen or talked with inyears.

Getting the word out quickhy.
Including phoning key people who had
been sent emails and had not respond-
ed because they weren't on line at the
mome nt.

Including the time, date, includ-
ing year, in the body of the emaik so that
foks understood the urgenoy.
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Here were our plans if Gateway were not
recoverad so quidchy:

Travel to Layton, Utah to spend
about awedk ‘pounding the streets’ and
continue to travel there for a few days
every month or so.

Continue faxing description and
phoning in an increasinghy larger area of
agencies and shelters (going state by
state).

Weekly reminders to agencies
local to Layton.

Reminders to email lists,
spreading the word to a5 many people
as possible.

What would | recommend to you to
prepare you for this emergency™ Right
now, not tomorraw, get all those dogs of
yours tattooed andfor microchipped.
Tace really good, shaw quality, photes of
your dogs emphaszing any distinguish-
ing features. Keep a clear color copy of
these photos with you when traveling.
Setyourselfup to(or have a netvork of
friends who can) scan photos, email,
and fax (John usually has his laptop
with him when traveling, now Il ersure
its with us-with photos of our dogs
already scanned on his machine.) Keep
with you, organzed, all your 'contact
numbers for friends and family you can
call on in an emergency.

Haw can you help to prevent this
happening to you? If you are unable to
bring dogs in your hotel room with you
coreider using a battery operated baby
monitor so you can hear if amething dis-
turbing happere with your vehicle. Car
alarm? Don'tknow about this one, some
of my dogs are big enough to set off the
alarm just with turning around in their
crates <g>, butif tworks foryou, doitl |
understand you can get special alarmes
that do notsense motion but rather listen
for the sound of breaing glass. Bars or
grils across windowe that blode access
to locks, should thewindow be brokcen in
the atbempt to gain access to your vehi-
cle.

Ahuge THANKYOU to all those hurne
dreds of un- named foks that aided us in
this time of need. All of you played a
part in locating our Gateway, it was an
incredible effort G ateway's safe return
shows how much can be accomplished
whenwe all pull together. Wie could not
hawve done it withoutyou.

Barbara Schaefer &John Berdner
Qualobo Siberians



