There
Oughta be a
law . ...

2y FPamy Thermas

By now, the USDA’s APHE office in
Riverdale should be swimming in public
comments s & s the advance notice of
proposed nilemaking . . . ? You did write
wour letter, didnt wou?

As evidencad bythe special considera-
tioh given the Califomia pet warranty bill,
politizs is an ongoing, endless responsibili-
ty to ciizens who live in democracies or
republics. | heard an interesting comment
whie lwasin Alaskadiscussngthe APHIS
skuation. |was told that Thomas Jefferson
once said that "government attracts
twants." | haven?t looked this one up, so
dont attribute thak quote to Jefferson untl it
is confirmed. But,itis aninteresting state-
ment, whoever said it! k appears Senator
Rosenthal simply cannot be dissuaded! k
this tywanny? Msinformed zeal? Politcal
presagre from uhseen quarters?

Youll reczall that | mentioned, in the pre-
vious issue, that it appeared the DD AL
knew of APHIS’ decision to publish an
advance notice of proposed rilemaking
PR IOR to the May 12 meeting in Riverdale,
ND - there was wtually ho reaction to the
anhouncement when it came . . . Well, it
appears that [according to an article in the
NAIA News) the DDAL was confident
enough in APH IS employees to do a mass
mailing that included a letter flom Dons
Davyherself stating that the US Department
of Agriculture had decided to regulate dog
and cat breeders and that her organization
needed donations to fund & drive to assure
that the USDA would use the Donis Day
Animal League guidelines to regulate ALL
non-pet store sales of dogs and cars. Day
asked that donors read the recommenda-
tioh carefully contibute "“he most gener-
ous contibution you can manage”, and
rebam both to the DD AL by Apnil 1st. kEnt
that interesting . . . If any of you hawve a
copyof thatmailing, |would appreciate you
sending it to me - | think Senator Kohl
would find it very interesting . . . .

Remember that King County ordinance
thatwas supposed to empty the sheltersby
imposing huge license fees on intactdogs?
Well, some four full years, and 2 million dol-
lars & year over budget, and guess what -
there hasht been much to show for the

exira money, invasion of privacy, and other
resthictions. The huge license fees were
supposad to have paid for all the extra ani-
mal control required by the law, but tax
payers had to fork over another $1,
896,722 to conver costs - can you imagine
spending over 3 MIWIOM COLLERS 14 OME
county!!l Vet the number of unlicensed
animalk has increased dramatically -
looks like owners are simply taking their
chances at not getting caught, rather than
pay $55.00 perdog per vear.

As it ums out, euthanasia rates were
dropping faster BEFORE the ordinance
went into efect.  1990-1992, euthanasia
rake s went down about 1085 peryear each
wvear;  1995-1997, euthanasia  rates
decreasaed 443 per year each year, while
the number of animals handled by animal
control REMANED stable at about 14,300
per year for 9597 (instead of dropping as
they were from 1990 thry 1992).

According to Lee Wallot, the number of
animaks entering shelters remained stable
ftom 1994-1997; the number redeemed by
owners remained stable at approx. 2300
per wear; the number unadoptable and
eythanized remained stable at approx
6200 per wear. So what has changed?
The number of animals adopted has
increasad by about 2297 per wear and the
number of ADOPTABLE animels
being eythanized  has T orn
decreased by about 2236

sia rates of adoptable '% |
dogs and cats. There \
wete 4000 unadoptable cats \Jl
euthanized in 1997, a figure XN
that has not chsnged sinca 1994,

and represents the dispostion of feral cats.
Of course, we are well aware that feral cars
represa it anyw here from 60 to 758 of any
shelter’s euthanasiarate - anissue NEYER
addressad in restictive legislaion. Why?
Becausz. Who, pray tell, is going to
enforce breeding restrictions on a colonyof
feral cars?

Animals are in shelters for any number
of reasons, and the MYTH of "pet overpop-
ulation"isNOT one of them! b fact, the top
10 reasons for animals being in shelters
are:

1. euthanasia dueto illness - yes! People
achially take their animals to the pound to
be put down, instead of to the vet!

2. mong

3. found animal (on the road, tied to your
car, uhning your fence, etc.)

4. landlord will hot allow pets

5. ownerhas oo many animals

6. euthanasia due to age (s2e H 1)

i could get & puppy . . .

7. cost of caring for pet

8. animal is ill [Yes, they take it to the
pound 50 someone els: will care for it!)

9. allergies within family

10. house soiling

(thess come from the Nakonal Council on
Pet Population Study and Policy, & coalition
made up of: Ametcan Animal Hospital
Associalion, Amer. Humane Assoc., AKC,
ASPCA, AYMY,  Assoc. of Teachers of Yet.
Public Hesalth and Preventive Medicine,
Cat Fanciers Assoc,, HSUS,
Massachusetts Soc. for the Prexention of
Cruelty to Animals, National Animal Control
Assoc, and Soc. of Animal Welfare
Admnistrators. - and are echoed by Tufts
Center for Animaks and Public Policy).

DonnaMalone, president of the RAO of
Tennessee feels certain that, to some
extent, shelters and animal protectonists
are to blame for this appalling lack of
respongbility on the part of people. She
sans that shelters and animal protection
groups have convinced the public that it
need not feel guilty or responsible for the
animal when it no longer wants to deal with
it - the shelter is there to take care of the
animal and they are quilt free. This doesnt
say much for the public’s intellect, but itis
probably true. It's hard for me to think
much of the woman who wanted me to take
her 3 year old Siberian so her daughter
. she sure did-
nt feel any guiltbut | did - that poor
/. dog is probably in the pound by
g}}_ now. . ..

4 Herwe’s a logic lesson from col-
8 lege: Al caks hawve fur [tue).
¥ Some cats have mange [true).

Thewefore, all cats with fur have
mange’? £ thawke st In the same

vem Donna Malone pressnts: All ani-
mals ih animal shelters were bred (or exist
becauss they were bred) (true). Animalks
are in animal shelters (rue). All the ani
mals that exst (becauss they were bred)
are in animal shelters? esauglosart All
animals are in animal shelters because
they were bred? Miwsg! And the same is
trae forthe unfortunate animals involhed in
big rescue efforts - their exstence has
nothing to do with YOUR responsible own-
ership of YOUR dogs. Their circumstances
are not your fault (unless you knew about
and did nothing about the abusefneglect
beforehand) and your right to have dogs,
breed litters, show dogs, race dogs, and
place puppies and adult dogs in carefully
screened, responsble pet homes should
not be infinged upon because that honible
woman wanted to get vid of an 8 year old
loyal companion so her shotty daughter
could get another puppy! What an exam-
ple to set for your kids!
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